
	  

Gateshead	  School	  saved	  by	  sprinklers. 
 

Ian Bell Station Manager at Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Service, 
reports that on the evening of the 22nd August 2013 a school in 
Gateshead, Tyne and Wear suffered a fire in an electrical IT server 
cupboard on the third floor of the school which was suppressed by the 
successful operation of a sprinkler system. 

The school was unoccupied at the time of the fire which could have 
caused substantial damage to the building if the sprinkler system had 
not automatically operated; a child spotted smoke issuing from the 
building ventilation system and called the fire and rescue service at 
17.25pm. 

The sprinkler suppression system is fitted throughout the school 
including the IT server cupboard, on activation it suppressed the fire 
and stopped it from spreading to other materials and equipment and 
potentially the rest of the school. 

Two fire appliances attended the incident; one from Gateshead 
Community Fire Station and one from Birtley Community Fire Station. 
Firefighters had to break entry into the building where the fire was 
found to be extinguished by the activation of one sprinkler head. 

The fire caused significant damage to the IT server equipment. 
However, thanks to the schools sprinkler system the fire was stopped 
from spreading beyond the cupboard and damaging the building and 
its contents. 

The school is clearing up the residual water in the school for the start 
of the new academic year. 

For information on how businesses can stay safe from fire, and on 
sprinkler systems, visit 

www.twfire.gov.uk 



	  
	  

Secondary	  School,	  Carshalton,	  Surrey,	  24	  June	  2013	  

The London Fire Brigade were called at 09.55hrs to reports of smoke 
coming from a small part of a room on the second floor of the Stanley 
Park High School. Four pumps attended the fire in Damson Way, 
Carshalton. 

It is understood that a photocopier caught fire due to an electrical fault. 
The fire had been mostly extinguished by the school's sprinkler system 
by the time the fire brigade arrived. 

About 1,100 pupils were safely evacuated before the fire brigade 
arrived. Part of the room has been damaged but there were no 
injuries. 

	  


